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Living the Resurrection 
by Pastor Ralph 

 
Our Lenten theme of Traveling the Prayer Paths of Jesus has hopefully stirred your desire to exercise the 

spiritual disciplines and has drawn you closer to God. The importance of prayer in Jesus’ life is very evident. 
His time alone and conversations with His Father were very life giving and He did nothing apart from His 
Father’s instruction.  

This series on prayer has challenged me. I want to continue to cultivate my relationship with God. I want all 
of my life to be intimate with God, who made, directs and loves me. I want to see and experience God’s life 
changing power and love in my life and in the lives of others. Continued on next page. 
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Living the Resurrection 
continued 

My desire is that you may be 
awakened to this intimate, natural 
and life-giving way of praying and 
live in the power of the 
resurrection. It takes time to 
develop this kind of intimacy with 
God. It is not accomplished on the 
run. We can be active and pray but 
we cannot be hurried and pray at 
the same time. We need time apart 
with God. We can work and pray. 
We cannot be overly busy and 
pray. We cannot be inwardly 
rushed, distracted, or scattered and 
still be at rest or peace with God.  

After years of trying, I 
understand now that praying is not 
effective until I am paying more 

attention to God than to my noisy 
ego or to what other people are 
saying about me. Prayer must 
come from the heart, not just the 
head. To experience God’s grace 
and to hear him call us his beloved, 
we need to spend intimate time 
alone with Him.  

It is reassuring to know that I 
am not alone in this spiritual 
formation or transformation. Jesus 
prayed for me in John 17. I know 
he intercedes and the Holy Spirit 
groans for me when I cannot find 
the words. Jesus is alive in our 
world. What sets Christianity apart 
from all other religions is the truth 
of the living Christ. God did not 
leave Jesus in the grave but raised 
him up and conquered death with 

new life. Because Jesus is alive 
and the power of God is at work in 
our lives, we too can live 
victoriously. The power of God is 
changing us moment by moment 
into his likeness. 

With the coming of spring the 
earth responds to the warmer 
temperatures and the gentle rains 
in miraculous ways. It is a lovely 
time. We move from the dead of 
winter to new life all around us. 
Hopefully, the same will be true in 
our spiritual lives. We experience 
new life within, and around us, as 
we continue to cultivate our 
spiritual gardens. Rejoice in the 
joy of the resurrection and 
celebrate with gladness our risen 
Savior and Lord!  

 

MYF Report 
by Katie Troyer 

If you were anywhere near the 
church on March 1, 2006 you may 
have felt a slight, steady shaking. 
No, there was no earthquake. No, 
Jurassic Park is not real and no 
dinosaurs have broken loose. 
Instead, fear the music of the band 
“21 Tribes” and the amps (set 
permanently on “max”) that 
accompany them everywhere they 
go. The Source has invited “21 
Tribes” to play twice now and both 
times have been very 
enjoyable…enjoyable for everyone 
who doesn’t have sensitive ears or 
very young children. In general, 
we take good care of our sponsor’s 
children and make sure they just 
admire “the people who jump” 
from behind the glass at the back 
of the sanctuary. The band 
certainly has a fire for God, but 
they do get a bit loud. They speak 
right to the kids that come and both 
times they’ve been at the Source, 
they have drawn in the crowds. 

Usually by the time the service is 
halfway over they have the entire 
crowd moshing.  

For those of you who haven’t 
been to a rock concert in the last 
decade, let me explain what 
moshing is. The people at the very 
front of the crowds are the most -  
enthusiastic, let’s put it that way. 
Sometimes the said people get 
really excited and jumping around 
soon turns into pushing and 
shouting in each other’s faces. Not 
shouting angrily, but in 
excitement. Following closely on 
the heels of the shouting comes 
picking people up and crowd-
surfing. Now, let me assure you 
that, being good Mennonite teens, 
we practice self-control that you 
parents don’t always see and keep 
ourselves from reaching the full on 
mosh pit experience. We have not 
taken to the step of actually 
throwing random people up on the 
top of the crowd, either because we 

aren’t strong enough or because we 
would rather not be responsible for 
the possible breakage of something 
in the sanctuary. Should that 
happen, we would probably have 
no hope of going anywhere 
recreational in the next few 
years… 

The band provides the music 
and “the talk” and the MYF 
provides the food. In other words 
our wonderful sponsor, Jen Yoder, 
takes a trip to a grocery store while 
the Menno-mosh ensues at the 
church under the supervision of the 
other sponsors. After the service 
we all gather in the Fellowship 
Center and snack and visit and 
goof-off in general. 

At our next Source, on April 5, 
our own Jacob Dodson will be 
speaking and the worship team will 
be playing. Feel free to come to an 
eardrum safe setting and see what 
The Source is all about. 
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Church Family News 
 

Congratulations to: 
Nic Welty and Jen Atha who were married February 3. Nic and Jen 

will be living in Columbus, OH. A reception will be held at WMC on 
Sunday afternoon, April 23 from 1 to 3 p.m. 

Julie Long and Jon Longacre who announced their engagement on 
Valentine’s Day. They will be getting married on June 11, 2006. 
 
Sympathies to: 

Myron  and Marilyn Hartline , whose father, Frank Hartline , passed 
away February 23 at the age of 93. (Please see “A Tribute to Frank” on 
page 5 in this issue). 
 
Get Well Wishes: 

We wish Lee Moser a speedy recovery. Lee suffered a broken hip 
due to a fall on March 8. Janice flew home from Phoenix, AZ to spend 
time with her parents. It was Spring Break for her. What perfect timing! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where has all the time gone!  
The bad news:   
There’s only one more Wednesday Evening Fellowship left this 
church year!!  
 
The good news: 
It’s not too late to join the fun.  All you have to do is show up!   
 
April 26 : 

Come enjoy some BBQ chicken and put your MEOW Club Card 
into a drawing for a prize regardless of the number of times you 
came.  Let’s make this last trip to the MEOW Club the best one 
yet!! 

 

Community Service 
Opportunity 

 
Open Arms Hispanic Ministry has 

started English classes for Latino 
individuals and families and help is 
needed in a variety of areas.  Numerous 
children and adults came to the first 
week of classes.  Classes are every 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings 
from 7:00-8:00 p.m. and are held at the 
Outreach Center next to Augsburg 
Lutheran Church in Orrville (near the 
post office and police station).  If you’re 
interested in serving as an English tutor, 
leading children’s activities, or for more 
information call Tamara Gill at 330-
933-9376. 

Some Humor 
“I sincerely hope,” said the minister after his first sermon, “that I said nothing to offend your husband. I 

noticed that he walked out in the middle of my sermon.” 
“Oh,” laughed the woman, “you shouldn’t pay any attention to him. He’s been walking in his sleep since he 

was a child.” 

In this issue 
Month Day, Year 

Living the Resurrection........... 1 
MYF Report ........................... 2 
Church Family News .............. 3 
Meow Club ............................. 3 
Library Notes.......................... 4 
A Tribute to Frank .................. 5 
Hands for Jesus....................... 5 
Music Therapy........................ 6 
Did You Know?...................... 6 
New Destiny Treatment  
  Center ................................... 6 
Kids Page................................ 7 



 

 
4 

����������	 �

��������������	
�����
�
I will share with you some of 

the journey Mary and I have 
traveled through life thus far. I was 
born in 1937 into a conservative 
Mennonite family living on a farm 
near Halsey, Oregon. I have two 
brothers and one sister. My older 
brother lives in West Virginia and 
the other two live in Oregon. 
Halsey is a small town located in 
the beautiful Willamette Valley in 
the northwestern corner of the 
state. The coastal range of 
mountains borders the west side of 
the valley and the Cascade 
Mountains the east side. I attended 
a one-room country school through 
elementary grades.   

I accepted Christ and was 
baptized at the age of ten. My 
siblings and I attended Western 
Mennonite High School. When my 
older brother and I attended high 
school, it was not common for 
youth in our congregation to attend 
high school. After graduating, I 
attended Hesston College for one 
year. There was a compulsory draft 
for young men at that time so I 
volunteered for alternative service 
before I was called.  I entered the 
PAX program through MCC and 
was sent to Europe by boat for two 
years. I was assigned to 
construction work (which was 
mostly digging ditches) near 
Bielefeld, Germany, for three 
months. Houses were being built 
for Mennonite refugees from East 
Germany after the war. I was then 
sent to the heart of Vienna, 
Austria, for three months where we 
were re-building a large Protestant 
school that had been badly 
damaged during the war. Finally, I 

was sent to Panayitsa, Greece, 
which is a village in the mountains 
on the Yugoslavian border where I 
worked for 1.5 years. I was 
involved in Community 
Development work there; my 
primary assignment was delivering 
and selling milk (from house to 
house) produced by the Brown 
Swiss cattle that were shipped 
there from Pennsylvania.   

 
After returning to Oregon, I 

began working at a warehouse--
cleaning grass seed. After doing 
that for two years I enrolled at 
Goshen College and graduated 
with a degree in Biology in 1964. 
This is an important juncture in the 
story, because Goshen College is 
where Mary and I met. Soon after I 
graduated we were married in a 
small one-room community church 
near Mt. Pleasant, Iowa.  

Mary was born into a 
Mennonite family on a crop and 
livestock farm near Wayland, 
Iowa, in 1942. She accepted Christ 

and was baptized in1953 at Sugar 
Creek Mennonite Church. During 
most of her growing up years, she 
attended the Pleasant Point 
Community Church where her 
father served as a lay pastor. After 
graduating from the local high 
school, Mary attended Goshen 
College. 

After we were married, we 
moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
where I worked as a Laboratory 
Technologist in the Anatomy 
Department at the University of 
Michigan and Mary worked as a 
secretary there. The following year 
we moved to East Lansing to 
enroll in school at Michigan State 
University. I began graduate 
studies in Entomology and Mary 
continued her studies in Business 
Education. After one year we 
decided to go into Voluntary 
Service through MCC at Grande 
Riviere du Nord, Haiti. We were 
involved in community 
development work. Mary was 
supervisor of the cannery and self-
help projects and was involved in 
teaching English. I served as 
program director. After completing 
two years of service in Haiti, we 
returned to MSU to continue our 
studies. In 1969 our first child, 
Lisa, was born.  

When we completed our studies 
at MSU, we moved to Geneva, 
New York, where I began research 
and development work for the 
Agricultural Division of Rhodia 
and later worked at the home 
office in New Jersey. During our 
time there our second child Leon 
was born. I eventually developed 
an interest in returning to an 
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Our Journey continued. 
academic work environment so 
joined the faculty at the University 
of Guam, located on the island of 
Guam (a territory of the USA in 
the Pacific).  While there our third 
child, Bruce, was born. During 
those years, Mary was kept very 
busy mothering and doing some 
part-time teaching. We returned to 
the states in 1978 and I accepted a 

faculty position at The OSU 
Agricultural Technical Institute. In 
1980 Mary became teacher and 
coordinator for the Adult Basic and 
Literacy Education program in 
Wayne County. We still both work 
at the same jobs.  

 Many things have happened 
during the years since coming to 
Wooster. We joined the Wooster 
Mennonite Church in 1969 and 

have been actively involved in the 
Gideon Ministry for the past few 
years. Our three children all 
graduated from Central Christian 
High School and Goshen College 
and are married. We have been 
blessed with four grandchildren. 
(James 5:11--“The Lord is full of 
compassion and mercy.”) 
 

 
LIBRARY NOTES  
from Librarian, Carol Miller 

Books that have been recently added to the 
church library include the following: 

Pathways to Portage by Elmer S. Yoder. This is a 
history of the Aurora Mennonite Church, which was 
Doug Yoder’s home church. His parents still attend as 
well as several of Gerald Miller’s relatives. 

Two books from the Crossings Book Club, each 
containing four novels: A Tender Melody and Seasons 
of Hope. 

MCC Philippines contains events experienced by 
Bruce and Helen Glick and others while serving with 
MCC in the Philippines. MCC has since closed its 
offices and centers in that area. 

The Storekeeper’s Daughter and The Quilter’s 
Daughter both by Wanda Brunstatter. 

A series by Alexander McCall Smith, The No. 1 
Ladies Detective Agency, Tears of the Giraffe, and 
Morality for Beautiful Girls. 

 

A Tribute to Frank  
by Carol Miller 

Another one of our faithful members at WMC has 
gone to be with the Lord and also to join his wife, 
Alice. Now, whenever I look at the 6th pew from the 
back of our sanctuary, I’ll remember that Frank and 
Alice Hartline always sat at the end of that row. They 
rarely ever missed a Sunday morning until health 
reasons prevented their attendances. 

Two things amazed me about this man. One was 
his ability to carve a chain, each link separated yet 
together from one long piece of wood. The other was 
the way he could gather produce from his garden 
when he and Alice lived on their small farm along 
Blachleyville Road, especially the long row of 
rhubarb stretching the entire length of their garden. 
Many generations will benefit from his efforts to 
preserve nature in planting over 200 trees on that 
property. 

Many thanks to his children and other relatives 
for giving us further insights into Frank’s life at the 
well-planned memorial service. His quiet manner has 
left a lasting impression. 

* * * *  

Hands for Jesus 
by Joann Hershberger 

 
Our February meeting was on Valentine's Day and 

after knotting 2 comforters, it was time to check and 
count the Health Kits. The total count was 43. Thank 
you! Our guest for the day was Susan Miller, the niece 
of Frances Moser visiting from Michigan. She played 
the piano for us. Our hostess was Vickie Hershberger, 
and Mary Hershberger continued our series on 
"Clothe Yourself in Love" with the story of the people 
of Nineveh as they dressed in sackcloth to show their 
repentance. 

In the March meeting, Ora brought to our attention 
the need expressed by People to People for a sewing 
machine. Since we have 2 sitting mostly unused, we 
all agreed that we should donate one for our project. 
Ora was our hostess and Carol Miller had devotions. 
She told us the story of Dorcas who was beloved for 
the garments she made for the needy. Some of our 
finished projects are: Wall Hanging, 4 Comforters, 
Pillows, and an afghan made and donated by Arlene 
Miller. 
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Music Therapy 
by Mary E. Kerr, RTM, LSW,  
self-employed music therapist 

 
Music therapy is the systematic application of 

music to aid in the treatment of physiological and 
psychological aspects on an illness or disability. 
According to the American Music Therapy 
Association’s website (www.musictherapy.org), the 
idea that music could serve a healing purpose has 
been around for centuries. But it was not until the late 
1950s that the discipline of music therapy was 
formally developed and recognized in this country. 

Using music as a therapeutic tool can be 
particularly useful to older adults. Studies have shown 
or suggested that music can have the following 
benefits: 

�  reduces muscle tension 
�  reduces chronic pain 
�  helps recall past events 
�  reinforces reality 
�  decreases feelings of helplessness 
�  alters mood by relieving anxiety and depression 

among others 
Listening to music for 20 minutes a day can have a 

big impact on your physical and emotional well-being. 
You choose the music that you enjoy. 

Did You Know? 
 

�  As you enter the Supreme Court courtroom, the 
two huge oak doors have the Ten Commandments 
engraved on the lower portion of each door. 

�  There are Bible verses etched in stone all over the 
Federal Buildings and Monuments in Washington, 
D.C. 

�  Every session of Congress begins with a prayer by 
a preacher, whose salary has been paid by the 
taxpayer since 1777. 

�  The very first Supreme Court Justice, John Jay, 
said, “Americans should select and prefer 
Christians as their rulers.” 

How then, have we gotten to the point that 
everything we have done for 220 years in this country 
is now suddenly wrong and unconstitutional? 

 

 
 

New Destiny Treatment Center 
From Melinda Holsopple, Director of Development 

 
The Barberton Rescue Mission 

– New Destiny Treatment Center 
is pleased to announce the opening 
of the New Destinations Thrift 
Store in the College Hills 
Shopping Plaza in Wooster, Ohio! 
The Wooster New Destinations 
Thrift Store will be the second 
thrift shop opened by New Destiny 
Treatment Center. All proceeds 
from the sale of donated goods are 
dedicated to the operations of New 
Destiny Treatment Center. The Center is an 

ODADAS certified residential treatment program for 
chemically dependant men located in Chippewa 
Township in Wayne County. At New Destiny, we not 

only work to assist men become sober, 
contributing members of society, we 
also strive to return husbands to wives, 
fathers to their children and sons to 
their parents. Most importantly, we 
work to make an eternal difference in 
the lives of those who were in bondage 
to drugs and alcohol. This has been a 
program of the Barberton Rescue 
Mission since 1993. 

Volunteers are needed. Contact 
Carla Doss, Volunteer Coordinator at 
330-825-5202 or 330-264-8885. 
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Address Correction Requested 

You can win more friends with your ears that with your mouth. 


