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WHO IS EXCITED ABOUT SERVING THE LORD? 
By Cathy Schmid for the Elder Team 

 
In the course of two congregational meetings this past year—one in January, and one in May—we, the 

body of Christ at Wooster Mennonite, recognized ways in which God is at work in our midst and is calling us to 
do ministry in our community. We agreed together that our diversity as a body is one of our strengths; that we 
strive to be a welcoming, friendly congregation; that our location near a college campus and in an urban setting 
affords us unique opportunities for ministry. We affirmed that we are a people committed to the Word of God, 
to doing service for those in need, to walking in the ways of peace, and to being relevant disciples in our day-to-
day lives. And we challenged each other to seek ways to grow the kingdom of God, both in our congregation 
and in the church-at-large. Continued on next page. 
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Serving the Lord continued.  
The elder team has been encouraged by this 

discernment process. We too have felt God’s call to 
work prayerfully at congregational outreach…to focus 
on apostolic concerns in addition to more inward 
congregational nurture. We regularly have asked each 
other the question, “How can God use the gifts of our 
congregation to address needs in our community?” 
We have wondered aloud and in prayer what passions 
Jesus might reveal in our church that He can use to 
bring the good news of His gospel to our 
neighborhood.    

All of us at WMC were asked to express interest 
in several areas of potential ministry for next year.  
Remember those bright yellow sheets? Your response 
to that questionnaire was remarkable and revealing. 
Several areas of ministry have come into clearer 
focus: 
�  Eighteen persons showed enthusiasm for 

expanding our outreach to College of Wooster 
students.   

�  Several persons have committed to a senior 
citizen ministry—to serve the spiritual, physical, 
and social needs of our older members, including 
a mission to the elderly in our community.   

�  A small group of persons has a growing passion to 
continue to reach out to our local neigh-

borhood—to consider ways to meet and greet our 
church neighbors beyond a block party.   

�  Others have a firm commitment to keeping peace 
concerns and social justice issues before us in 
creative ways.  

�  Foundational to this enthusiasm is the growing 
and continued interest many of you have 
expressed in Bible study opportunities. To that 
end, possibly two Disciple Bible Study groups are 
being formed; it is not too late to get involved if 
you feel God nudging you in that direction!   

�  Also, an encouraging number of persons have a 
desire to participate in an intercessory prayer 
ministry . Their work will help to under gird all 
our efforts to take Christ’s good news out into our 
world. 
We elders are excited and ready to see all the 

ways God will be at work through our congregation in 
the year to come.  We pledge to be in prayer for these 
fledgling ministry teams as they begin to vision and 
plan together how to get to work.  We invite you also 
to be in regular prayer, to offer your support, ideas, 
and encouragement…to get involved!  God is at work 
at WMC, and we are excited to serve with him.   How 
about you?  
 

 

 
OUR VACATION AT THE BEACH 

Written by: Natasha Lorenz & Grandma Yoder 
 

The first week in June Brian, 
Cathy, Reed, Sam, Natasha, Andre, 
Jake, Annette and Grandma Yoder 
spent a week at Corolla Beach and 
had quite an adventure. The first 
day while we were sitting on the 
beach we saw dolphins playing out 
in the sea all day. We also just had 
to go crabbing because the boys 
kept whining that they wanted to 
go crabbing and we just about did 
that every single day because the 
boys couldn’t get enough of it. 
Crabbing is going out during the 
pitch-black night and you bring 
shovels, nets and buckets then you 

catch crabs and keep them until 
you’re tired of them.  

During the day the 
adventurous boys (Reed, Sam and 
Andre) went rafting and they 
enjoyed it so much. So did little 
Sam, he kept jumping happily in 
the waves. Every night we went 
eating, I know that sounds boring 
and normal, but we ate at the best 
restaurants and the seafood was so 
mouth watering.  

We also just had to go Jet 
Skiing because that is such a blast 
and while we were waiting to get 
the tickets Annette picked up a 

turtle out of the water and 
everyone was just amazed.  

The most exciting part of the 
trip was that a dead shark washed 
up on shore. While we were all 
staring at the stinky shark that was 
7 feet long Annette went down to 
the shark’s mouth and pulled its 
teeth out for Andre.  

There were tree frogs jumping 
around the house so the boys 
caught them and kept them for a 
little while. All in all it was a 
fantastic week of fun in the sun.  
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RECIPE 

Nine-Grain Bread 
Prep: 20 minutes 
Cooking: 55 to 60 minutes 
Other: About 50 minutes for 

standing and cooling 
Total: About 2 hrs 10 mins 

Ingredients 
¾ cup (6 fl. oz.) water, boiling 
½ cup (3 oz) nine-grain cereal 
1 ¾ cups (9 oz) whole-wheat 
flour 

½ cup (2 oz) cake flour 
2 tsp baking powder 
1 tsp baking soda 
1 tsp salt 
1 ½ cups (12 fl oz) buttermilk 
1/3 cup (4 oz) honey 
1/3 cup (2 ½ fl oz) vegetable 
oil 

1 egg 
Add nets if desired 
. 

In a small bowl, pour the boiling 
water over the cereal and stir well. Let 
stand for 20 minutes, then drain off any 
remaining water. 

Meanwhile, preheat an oven to 
350°F. Grease and flour a large (9-
inch) loaf pan. 

In a large bowl, stir and toss together 
the whole-wheat flour, cake flour, 
baking powder, baking soda and salt. 
Set aside. In a medium bowl, whist 
together the buttermilk, honey, oil and 
egg until smooth. Stir in the cereal. 
Add to the combined dry ingredients 
and stir just until blended. 

Spread in the prepared pan. Bake 
until a thin wooden skewer inserted in 
the center of the loaf comes out clean, 
55-60 minutes. Let cool in pan for 10 
minutes, then turn out onto a wire 
racket to cool completely. 

Serves 6. Makes 1 large loaf; about 
12 slices or 18 muffins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REPORT  
by Loretta Baur 

This year’s theme was, 
“Serengeti: Trek” Where Kids are 
Wild about God. 

Offerings were boxes of 
macaroni and cheese that were 
donated to People-to-People 
ministries. We were divided into 2 
groups. Each night had a Bible 
story with Loretta and Christine. 
We learned about Daniel in the 
Lion’s Den, Shadrack, Meshack 
and Abednego, Standing up for 

God, and Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 

We made prayer pillows, 
masks and tambourines in the 
crafts area with Janet, Teresa and 
Danielle. Thanks to Deby Welty 
for organizing the craft projects. 
We made neat snacks to go with 
each story theme with Margaret, 
Equail and Jeanine. 

At Chadders Adventure 
Theater, the children watched a 
short video each night with Esther. 

Chadder was a chipmunk and his 
mission was to take medicine to 
sick children in Serengeti. 

At the end of each evening, 
we gathered together for the 
“Mane Event” with Jacob who led 
us in song, prayer and discussion 
about what we learned that night.  

Our group leaders were Linda, 
Pinkie, Shaquez, Adrienne, Brian 
and Eileen. Amy provided snacks 
for the helpers. 
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1968 
Never in the history of fashion 
has so little material been raised 
so high to reveal so much that 
needs to be covered so badly. 
-Collected by Floyd Mumaw’s 
mother in 1968. So much more 
true in today’s world. 
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SUMMER SERVICE PROJECT  
by Carol Miller 

pictures by Jim Hartman 
 

Eighteen MYF members 
and others traveled to 
Pittsburgh, PA July 28 to spend 
the weekend helping others. 
During the next day, a hot July 
Saturday, the Wooster group 
helped with fitting siding on a 
three-story house. Other 
volunteers were also present. 

A three “S” motto was 
supposedly enforced for 
workers: Safety, Sensitivity and 
Spirit. However, at times, while 
balancing on those high ladders, 
the safety issue was 
questionable. (Ask Evan and his 
mother). 

Evidently, the “sweeper 
gal” was given words of 
appreciation for her continuous 
labor. Right, Jeanine?  

Besides working together 
and giving aid to others 
voluntarily, this group 
experienced a bit of dormitory 
life Saturday night. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONE OF LIFE’S EMBARASSING MOMENTS  
by Carol Miller 

 
A good many years ago there 

was a commercial jingle 
advertising shoe polish that said “If 
we wore shoes upon our heads, 
we’d make sure our shoes looked 
neat.” That practice could have 
saved me an embarrassing 
afternoon a few months ago. 

I had some errands to run in 
town, so I quickly changed my 
shoes, pulled on a jacket and 
hurried into Wooster. My first stop 
was at the Post Office. A lady 
looked at me and smiled, but I 
though she was just being friendly. 
I looked down at my feet and saw 

a blue shoe, but I thought, “Oh, 
well, some people wear blue shoes 
with green pants. That’s no big 
deal.”  

I made a couple other stops 
without looking at my feet. After 
all, one is supposed to keep one’s 
head up for good posture. As I 
stepped onto the curb from my 
parking space at the bank, I 
stopped suddenly when I observed 
one blue shoe and one black shoe.  

I do have two pair of similar 
styled shoes, one blue and one 
black. In my haste, I must have 
grabbed one of each from my 

semi-darkened closet without 
noticing the difference. Well, it 
was too late to correct my error 
now and I certainly was not going 
on without shoes, so I proceeded 
into the bank hoping no one would 
look at my feet. Fortunately, there 
was only one other person at the 
counter, so I stepped up, made my 
transaction and quickly departed. 
Needless to say, I hurried on home. 
Now if we are always “looking up” 
as the motto says, one need never 
fear the embarrassment of 
mismatched shoes. 
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LIBRARY NOTES  
from Librarian, Carol Miller 

A few more books have been added to the library. 
Three have been written by well-known author, 
Beverly Lewis: 

The Preacher’s Daughter and 
The Englisher and  
Also added to the library are: 
The Storekeeper’s Daughter and 
The Quilter’s Daughter by Wanda Brunstetter 
The responsibility for Library care has been an 

enjoyable one for me these last 5 or more years, but 
change is sometimes good and this is one of those 
times. Kim Weaver will be the next church librarian 
beginning September 1. Please give her your support 
and do continue reading! 

VACATIONERS  
Many of our church family are traveling this 

summer. Please remember them in our prayers during 
their travels. Some of those traveling are: 

Carol Yoder family at N. Carolina coast. 
Brenda and son, Ben, who traveled to Iowa and 

Goshen, IN on the return trip. 
Gordon, Janet and Alisa Miller  spent a few 

days in Chicago the week of July 3. 
Wayne and Joann Hershberger vacationed at 

Cape Cod and other points of interest in the northeast. 
Their two granddaughters kept them company on the 
trip. 

 

Hands for Jesus 
by Joann Hershberger 

Our June meeting opened with some inspirational 
thoughts about prayer. Carolyn introduced a letter 
from MW USA about the prayer shawl project. Ruth 
Mumaw was also familiar with the prayer blankets 
and showed us a sample. Several people showed 
interest in making them. For our project, we will 
collect bar soap for MCC and plan to do school kits 
next month. It was election time again and our new 
slate of officers was approved: 

President: Carol Yoder 
Vice President: Mary Hershberger 
Sec/Treas: Joann Hershberger 
Our lesson was entitled “Dressed for Success” and 

taken from Ephesians 6. The church is called upon to 
put on the whole armor of God. Christ’s Body is 
called to strength, truth, faithfulness and 
righteousness. 

At our July meeting, Carolyn welcomed all of us, 
including Loretta Baur. We had letters requesting 
donations from CMLC, Every Woman’s House and 
Hospice. We decided to give $50.00 to Hospice and 
possibly donate to the others at another time. We will 
also begin our school kits project. 

Loretta gave us her thoughts on our lesson entitled 
“Laundry Day”. The scripture was from Revelations 
3. She talked about the church in Laodicea and about 
obvious sins and more subtle sins, which we hardly 
notice. In keeping with the theme of our devotions, 
she pointed out the example of wearing a pure white 
robe after a baptism. We were given blank notes for 
us to write to someone in our congregation who had 
inspired us with their spiritual life. We shared prayer 
concerns and joys and closed with prayer.

 
MYF NEWS 

by Evan Miller
What has the MYF been up to this summer? We 

had the Source in June. The worship band played and 
Jacob gave the message. He spoke on a music video 
called “Caroline” by a band named Seven Day 
Slumber. Some of the members of the youth group 
attended the annual Christian music festival Alive. We 
also enjoyed a nice summer evening at the Ramsay 
household. It was a great time of playing games and 

we had a fire with smores. Coming up later in the 
summer we have a pool party planned at the 
Reinford’s. Everyone is also looking forward to our 
service trip to Hosanna Industry in Pittsburgh. I am 
currently planning the August Source. The youth band 
Fero will be doing the worship music for the evening. 
Although our summers are all busy, it has been good 
to get together as an MYF.



 

 
6 

EXPLORE 2006 SUMMARY 
by Evan Miller 

 
Explore is a program run by AMBS which is the 

Mennonite seminary in Elkhart, Indiana. It is a 
program designed for juniors or seniors in high school 
who are interested in church ministry. Through the 
program, youth can explore ministry skills they may 
have, as well as theological issues 
or questions about the church and 
faith. The initial 18-day group 
period is spent out at the seminary 
with the other youth participating 
in the program. Now I am 
working in the office with Ralph. 
Some things I am currently 
working on are planning the August 6 Source, 
teaching the MYF Sunday school for three weeks and 
going on visitations to hospitals with Ralph. 

When I first arrived at the seminary, I was 
worried about how I would get along with my fellow 
Explore participants. I figured they were all just 
Mennonite kids who did not know anything and had 
never been anywhere. I quickly learned how wrong I 
was. These kids were a lot like me; they came with 
questions, and wanted to have fun while learning. We 
traveled to a camp called Mirror Valley. The first 
couple days were used for team-building activities. It 
was a relaxed atmosphere where everyone learned 
about one another. After a few short days it already 
seemed like we had known each other for awhile. 

After Mirror Valley, we returned back to the 
seminary. This is where the real learning began. We 
were divided into groups of five for our Theological 
Exploration groups. Each student came with a 
theological issue, whether it was how we interpret the 
Bible or homosexuals in the church. Our groups were 
lead by a faculty member who would recommend 
books and other research materials which we would 
find relevant to our topic. I chose the topic of just-war 
and our Christian response to our current war. 

While at the seminary we also learned about a 
couple practical ministry skills. Each was lead by a 
professor. The three we looked at were preaching, 
leading worship, and peer counseling. I enjoyed the 
preaching sessions the most, because the professor 
really broke down how to write a sermon so it did not 
seem so scary. 

After being at the seminary for about a week, we 
headed to Chicago. In Chicago we worked with an 
outreach organization called the Door program. We 
stayed in a church right in downtown Chicago with 
about 50 other youth. It was hard to adjust to having 

other people around. Martin Luther King 
Jr. actually had an office in the church we 
stayed in and have given several 
community speeches there. Working in 
the city was very rewarding. Door works 
with several organizations in Chicago, so 
we were at a different worksite each day. 
One day my group worked in a soup 

kitchen run by nuns. We also worked in a drug rehab 
center for women. This was a unique place because 
they were allowed to have their children with them.  

We returned back to the seminary after Chicago. 
Here our routine was much like our time at the 
beginning of explore. We would meet every day with 
our Theological Exploration Groups and also have 
time in the library for research. One other part of the 
trip was our Triad groups. We were divided into 
groups of three or four Triads. These were 
unsupervised times where we could meet anywhere 
and pray or discuss what happened during the day. 
This was a great time to hear what others had to say 
about the experience. Our last days at explore were 
spent back at Mirror Valley where we had exit 
interviews and other wrap up activities.  

One thing that stretched me a lot was visiting two 
different churches while on Explore. We visited a 
Hispanic Mennonite church in Chicago. This church 
was Mennonite only by affiliation. It was in their 
history that they were Mennonite and have since 
changed quite a bit. We also visited a church in Bryan, 
Ohio called Grace Community Church. Their 
strongpoint was community outreach. They had 
grown a lot in the 15 years they had been a 
congregation. Some of their community programs 
included: a food bank, homeless shelter, Christmas 
toy drive and they also helped people pay bills who 
could not afford them. Both of these churches had 
some different theology than our church, which was 
challenging. I really have grown to appreciate our 
church after being away for awhile. 
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS  
 

After surgery to repair a broken hip and three and a 
half months as a resident of Smithville-Western 
Care Center, Lee Moser was at home, but now 
has returned to the hospital with breathing 
difficulty. 

Gerald Miller  has recovered from recent surgery on a 
carotid artery. He is a testimony to God’s healing 
power on the amazing bodies He has created. 
Prayers from family and church members were 
appreciated. 

Prayers continue for Virginia Henry , who at this time 
remains a patient in Aultman Hospital. 

FOOD COMMITTEE 
ANNOUNCEMENT  

The food committee asks that food left in the 
refrigerator be marked if the food can be used by 
others and the date it was opened or baked. Anything 
particularly perishable should not be left in the 
refrigerator. Thank you all for your cooperation and 
for helping preserve a clean kitchen. 

 

 

REFLECTIONS ON 
THE BLOCK PARTY  

by Miles Russell 
Saturday, June 17, our 

church hosted a block party in 
our new parking lot. The day 
was sunny with no rain, and 
almost a little too warm. This 
successful outreach included 
live music, games, fellowship 
and, of course, food. 

Many children enjoyed the 
activities, which included crafts, 
water balloon toss and three-
legged race. Many of us 
enjoyed seeing Noah wearing 
his colorful crown. Some of the 
children, to the dismay of some 
parents, cooled themselves by 
breaking water balloons over 
their heads. Younger children 
really enjoyed blowing bubbles. 

Around suppertime, many 
of our neighbors joined us for 
food and fellowship. Everybody 
especially enjoyed the 
hamburgers and hotdogs  - and 
homemade ice cream – yum 
yum.  

Thanks to all those who 
worked so hard and well to 
make this event so successful.  
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NEWSLETTER SURVEY  
from the Newsletter Committee 

 
This last year has been a good one for the Wooster Window. With this being the last issue of this church 

year, we thought it would be a good time to get feedback from the congregation about what people like and 
what they would like to see different in the coming year. 

We feel that the Window is a communication tool of the entire congregation and since it belongs to the 
congregation, the congregation should have input into how the newsletter is organized, the content and look. 
One suggestion we’ve received has been to issue the newsletter at the beginning of the period instead of in the 
middle, so that November/ December would be issued at the beginning of November and not December. 

Please fill in the form below (or on separate note) any comments and suggestions you have, cut out and 
return to either Miles Russell or Carol Miller.  

 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter Survey 

What did you like about the newsletter? ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

What changes would you like to see? (content, structure, look) _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Combine crumbs, 3 tablespoons 
sugar and butter. Press onto the 
bottom of an 8-in. or 9-in. 
springform pan. Bake at 350° for 
10 minutes. Cool. Meanwhile, for 
filling, drain raspberries and 
reserve juice. Set berries aside. In a 
small saucepan, combine juice, 
cold water and gelatin. Let stand 
for 5 minutes. Cook and stir over 
low heat until gelatin dissolves. 
Remove from the heat; cool for 10 
minutes. In a mixing bowl, beat 
cream cheese and sugar until 

blended. Add berries and gelatin 
mixture; beat on low until 
thoroughly blended. Chill until 
partially set. Watch carefully, as 
mixture will set quickly. By hand, 
gently fold in whipped cream. 
Spoon into the crust. Chill for 6 
hours or overnight. Just before 
serving, run knife around edge of 
pan to loosen. Remove sides of 
pan. Top with fresh raspberries and 
whipped cream. Yield: 10 
servings. 
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